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But these considerations, important as they are,
pale before the waste of work which is involved in
industrial processes that are but the servants of
unnecessary competition.

Analysis of the work of the few millions of indus-
trial producers shows us that no small part of them
are engaged, not in the manufacture of things of
economic value or personal utility, but in the manu-
facture of articles or commodities which merely serve
the purpose of competitive selling.

Take the printing trade, for example. An im-
measurable but certainly large proportion of the
men, women, boys, and girls who rank in the Census
of Production as working in the printing trades are
engaged in printing, not books or newspapers or
magazines, but advertising matter, competitive price-
lists, wrappers, trade labels, bill-heads, account books,
posters, etc., which are merely called into existence
in the struggle of various competitive sellers to
reach the consumer. The consumer has to pay the
bill for all this printing in the price of the competi-
tive articles which he buys; but what does he gain
by the mass of printing which is daily thrust upon
him? He is bewildered by the printed appeals
which are made to him., which are nearly always
misleading in some degree, and which in many cases
are deliberately intended to deceive. The news-
paper reader pays for his newspaper, he fondly be-
lieves, only a halfpenny or a penny. As a matter of
fact, he pays for his newspaper in two ways; there